
NORTH RODE NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER 2020 

Sadly Sue Bullock insists on giving up the newsletter, so herewith its poor relation.  We thank her for all 

she did to keep news circulating in the village, and would love someone to take it over.  Please let us know  

if you can do your bit for the  community. 

Marilyn Ainslie (01260 223346)

Birthday wishes 

Best wishes to Cynthia Brookes who will be 90 on 3rd October, Lillian Cellario, 90 on 22nd October, and 

Mary Hobson who will be 80 on 29th September. 

There is a short thank-you video from Jean Moreton for her 88th birthday wishes on 9th September.  It can 

be seen at http://northrodechurch.org.uk/joomla30/images/JeanMoreton.mp4 . 

 

Snippets 

 

Paul and Pam Robinson are proud to report that their son Tim has won an Award from the Honourable Company 

of Air Pilots, without being a pilot!  The award is for Aviation Journalism – ‘his outstanding contribution to covering 

the industry’ and a wide following on social media.  We add our congratulations. 

Our church insurers will donate £130 to the church for new home insurance policies taken out.  Their 

flexible quotations are cheaper than most, with a discount to anyone who volunteers for the church in 

whatever capacity, eg cleaning or churchyard maintenance, and their policies are easier to follow than 

most. See https://www.ecclesiastical.com/individuals/home-insurance/ .  You should enter the code 

TRUST130. 

The sale of damsons and apples raised £36 for church funds for which we are very grateful. 

We’re offering commercial advertising space for a donation to church funds, free to magazine advertisers. 

Contact Marilyn Ainslie 01260 223346. 

 

Marton School News 

 

Dear Friends 

It has been an absolute pleasure to welcome our school community back after being at home for many 

months! To hear the sound of children around the building has been a joy!  

We have returned to a ‘new normal’ and had the pleasure of welcoming many new families who (after 

hearing about the support we have given to families during lockdown) have chosen to send their children 

to Marton! What an absolute honour this has been! 

We have also welcomed our new reception children who have settled so well into school life and we wish 

them a very successful time at school. 

Not only have we welcomed new families but we have also welcomed new partners and friends to school 

– Footprints Nursery have now established themselves at Marton and we are delighted with this working 

relationship. Footprints share the same ethos as us and can welcome babies from 6 months old, do check 

out their website for further details as we can now offer cohesive support and education based in Marton 

from 6 months to 11 years!  

In September we also launched Marton and District House (affectionately known as MAD House) wrap 

around care to support working families. Jess and Rachel our valued and experienced staff have been 

nothing short of wonderful and we are proud to support our families in this way. 

Do remember to make an appointment to visit/virtually visit us if easier. We are proud of the working 

relationships we have at school and keen to share these with families looking for a family/supportive 

education for their children. 

With best wishes  

Nevin J Deakin 



October Services 

http://www.northrodechurch.org.uk 

 

 

Don’t forget the delayed Annual 

Parish Church Meeting to be held in 

the church at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 6th 

October.  Anyone on the church 

electoral roll is entitled to attend and 

vote. 

 

We’ll be holding a reduced Harvest 

service on October 11th, in a well 

decorated church, so please let us 

know if you would like to come.  

Rachel will be a soloist in the absence 

of congregational singing. 

 

Marilyn Ainslie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rector's Letter - September 

 

     The last six months have been a roller-

coaster adventure for us all.  I am 

thankful that, to date, no members of 

our two Church families, at St. James' 

and St. Michael's, have succumbed to 

Covid-19.  Normal life remains 

suspended and it is very difficult to plan 

ahead at the moment.  On a positive 

note, both Churches have re-opened for 

public worship on Sundays, although 

numbers are limited, with social 

distancing and hygiene measures in 

place.    Everyone coming to Church is 

now required to wear a mask and 

congregational singing is not currently 

permitted.  But let's see the glass as 

being half full, rather than half empty! 

  

    The open air service of "Songs of 

Praise" at Gawsworth Hall at the end of 

August was very enjoyable, well 

attended, and provided an opportunity 

for some socially distanced fellowship, with many folk who hadn't 

seen each other since March.  Our thanks go to the Richards family 

for kindly hosting the service in their lovely garden, Tom Tuke and 

David Smith for setting up the sound system and Keith Yearsley for 

playing.  Looking ahead, the next open air service (if the rules don't 

change) will be around the War Memorial in Gawsworth on 

Remembrance Sunday 8th November, beginning at 10.45am and 

there will be no 10.00am service at St. James' Church on that day.  

    Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all 

that you have been doing to help keep this dreadful disease under 

control.  Thank you for the weeks you have spent at home (perhaps 

alone), the care you have given to others, the `phone calls you have 

made, the distanced visiting I know many of you have done.  Also, 

sincere thanks to all those who have left donations for our local 

Foodbanks in the box outside the Rectory front door.  

     As we move forward, we will keep trying to bring back some of 

the old NORMAL. However, even this will seem changed as we seek 

to work within an environment which will no doubt continue to be 

overshadowed by Covid-19, perhaps for many more months to 

come. I am mindful that the Prophet Nehemiah, and those returning 

from exile in Babylon, in the 5th century B.C., found the "new 

normal" of Jerusalem strangely different from the old ways. Both 

then and now God will do the guiding and we need to listen carefully 

to his voice.  Staying alert, safe and in tune with values of God's 

kingdom, is very important in these uncertain times.  If we love God 

and love our neighbour as ourselves, He will walk with each one of 

us every step of the way.  

Yours ever, 

Colin 

Oct 4th 

Trinity 17 

Flowers:  

Pam Robinson 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

Revd. Bruce Lamb 

Myrtle Bullock 

Oct 11th  

Trinity 18 

Harvest 

Flowers: 

Diane Lowe & helpers 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

Soloist: 

The Rector 

Geoff Petts 
Rachel Wilson 

Oct 18th  

Trinity 19 

Flowers: 

As last week 

11.15 am 

Morning 

Prayer 

Led by: 

Readings: 

Mr Doug Wisener 
Bernard Lever 
Marilyn Ainslie 

Oct 25th 

Last Sunday after 

Trinity 

Flowers:  

Margaret Worthington 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Jerry Howarth 

        

Nov 1st 

All Saints Day 

Flowers: 

As last week 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

Revd. Bruce Lamb 

Robert Heath 



Nature News 

Before I tell you about the wild life lost on what was my farm in the last 30 years I should tell you about 

the gains. Herons built a nest in a fir tree, by what is now Brian and Jane’s top lake, at first just one pair, 

but they were soon joined by another. The first buzzards appeared in Shellow Wood and I had my first 

sighting of a wild Polecat, they had recently been released in this area. The irresponsible release of mink 

had taken place a little earlier. All of that list are predators, whether you think they are good or bad, they 

have a serious effect on the rest of our wildlife. 

I chose 30 years ago as a marker because it was just before Celia and I retired into this bungalow. A couple 

of pairs of Woodcock nested in the wood. On a spring evening at dusk the cock flew a circular display 

flight. That is spectacular but more spectacular was the incredible purring sound of a nightjar. I could 

stand by our back door and hear, from just across the field, a sound like an old Singer sewing machine. 

Two or three pairs nested among some strong, tufted grass in an open area in the edge of our wood. I 

occasionally saw one moth catching when it was almost dark, but they hide through the day. I stayed away 

from the area and that was a mistake; I should have realised that intrusive birch trees were encroaching 

the open space. The result was they failed to return about 22 years ago. About the same time Curlews 

gave up trying to nest on our farm. We had tried leaving an area around their nest but by the time of the 

second cut of silage the long-legged chicks were running free and unavoidable in the long grass. Those 

long-lived birds still returned for a few years. I miss the spring call of the returning Curlew, there was 

something so evocative about it. I also miss the laughing call of the green woodpecker. I saw one doing a 

trapeze artist type swivel round a horizontal branch. The lesser spotted woodpecker was much shyer, but 

I haven’t seen either in the last 20 years. 

House sparrows were prolific around the old farm buildings, not just our farm, but all along the lane. Now 

obsolete brick farm buildings have been converted into houses or offices. No room or food for sparrows. 

Just one pair nested in our artificial House-martin boxes this year. Swallows relied on the old brick 

buildings because they need to ledge their nest, posh new office or house conversions leave no room for 

swallows. Two came twittering in through our front door this spring looking for a suitable ledge in the hall, 

Celia thought that was taking my wildlife fascination too far and shooed them out. As summer came to an 

end, I could sit in our lounge window watching a flock of swallows hunting insects around the Lane side 

oak trees. Fuelling up for their coming migration, it was a fantastic sight that I have not seen for several 

years. Whereas House martins, that stick their muddy nest to an outside sheltered wall, are still here, but 

numbers seem to be down this year. 

One morning this spring I was surprised by the call of a Cuckoo, but he was just saying hello as he passed 

through. The number of smaller birds that are no longer here is disturbing, not that I can name them all, 

but I miss the music of their voice. A pair of spotted flycatchers managed to nest for some years around 

our converted farm buildings, but for the last two years I’ve missed their acrobatic fly catching antics. 

John Lea 

The Oaks, Gawsworth 

 

The presence of mink in the area can be confirmed by the fact that a local dog dispatched one recently. 

Another recent wildlife observation was by Anne Lever who saw  a red deer  stag with a huge set of antlers 

and 5 hinds in broad daylight near the east side of London Road just north of Bullgate Lane.  It may be the 

rutting season but that stag is clearly doing well! 



The Walking Challenge 

So we're almost at the end 

of our walking challenge, 

120 miles left to walk in the 

next 10 days. A few walks 

may have to be done under 

the cover of darkness, not 

that that hasn't already 

been happening, but we're 

determined to make it!! 

Please if you can help us 

raise funds for East 

Cheshire Hospice please do 

sponsor us through our Just 

Giving page - 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/julie-candy1 

Thank You. The North Rode Walking Group. 

Well done, walkers – some feat, and hopefully not too painful on the feet! 

 

Sue Bullock’s Tealoaf Recipe 

1lb mixed fruit 

½pt cold tea - soak overnight  

9oz SR Flour 

7oz Soft Brown Sugar 

1 beaten egg. 

Combine all ingredients and divide between two 1lb loaf tins.  Bake in a moderate oven (170deg C, Reg 

3) for 1½ hours. 

 

 


